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D E S C R I B ~ ~ ~ ~  PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL A P P E A ~ A N C E  I 

Martin 's  Brandon Church is loca ted  a t  t h e  junct ion  of r o u t e s  10  and 1201 i n  Burrows- 
v i l l e ,  P r ince  George County, i n  what is e s s e n r i a l l y  a  r u r a l  s e t t i n g .  The e d i f i c e  was 
constructed i n  1855-56 near  the  s i t e  of an  e a r l i e r  18th-century frame s t r u c t u r e .  

The s t r u c t u r e  sits on a b r i c k  foundation, and t h e  w a l l s  a r e  cons t ruc ted  of b r i c k  
covered rvirh scorcd s tucco pa in ted  pink. The p resen t  f i n i s h  d a t e s  t o  a  r e f u r b i s h i n g  
of 1962. The main ( eas t )  en t rance  is contained w i t h i n  a  gable-roof porch.  The e n t r a n c e  
c o n s i s t s  of round-head b a t t e n  dolible doors,  o r i g i n a l  t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  The porch i s  
approached by b r i c k  s t e p s  f lanked Ly i r o n  r a i l s .  Both the  s t e p s  and 'he r a i l s  a r e  
recent  add i t ions .  A sscondary ent rance  is found on t h e  south  e l e v a t i o n  i n  t h e  b e l l  
tower. The ent rance  a l s o  has  round-tread b a t t e n  doors.  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  e n t r a n c e ,  
t h e  tower has round-arch, s ta ined-glass  windoxus and louvred l a n c e t s  i n  t h e  b e l f r y .  
The tower i s  covered by a f l a r e d  pyramidal roof w: l t :~  a  c r o s s  f i n i a l , ,  Fenestrat . ion 
c d n s i s t s o f  bothround-arch ,  multi-paned sash  and casement windows a s  we1.l a s  s t a i n e d -  
g l a s s  windows. A small ,  round s ta ined-glass  window, t h a t  was removed from t h e  e a r l i e r  
church and d a t c s  t o  1C45, is folund o n t h e  nor th  wal l .  That and t h e  o t h e r  s t a i n e d - g l a s s  
windows a r e  l a t e r  replacements.  The e a s t  and w e s t  e l eva t ions  have c l a s p i n g  b u t t r e s s e s  
which a r e  a l s o  covered wit11 scored s tucco.  A small. b r i c k  chitnney wi th  a corbeled  cap  
is a t  t he  nor theas t  corner .  The r e a r  (north)  wa l l  was pierced f o r  a  hyphen t h a t  con- 
nec t s  t h e  church with t h e  1352-53 pa r i sh  h a l l .  

The church i n t e r i o r  was refurbished i n  1961 when t h e  p resen t  c a r p e t i n g  and l i g h t s  
were i n s t a l l e d .  The sanctuary  has undergone a number of a l t e r a t i o n s ,  t h e  a l t a r  and 
reredos da t ing  t o  1963. The exposed roof t r u s s  and e a l l e r y  a r e  o r i g i n a l  f e a t u r e s .  The 
g a l l e r y  with i ts  f i n e l y  carved r a i l  con ta ins  s l a v e  benches a s  w e l l  a s  pews which are 
bel ieved t o  be o r i g i n a l .  The. a l t a r  reading desk d a t e s  t o  1891 and t h e  bap t i sma l  f o n t  
t o  1881. The church s i l v e r  d a t e s  a s  e a r l y  a s  1655 and i s  s t i l l  owned by t h e  congre- 
ga t ion .  

The church cemeteries  are loca ted  t o  t h e  e a s t  and west of t h e  church.  The g r a v e s  
da te  t o  t h e  1 9 t h  and 20th c e n t u r i e s .  Of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  is t h e  Smith fami ly  l o t  
which r e t a i n s  its o r i g i n a l  cas t - i ron  fence. 

RCC 

BOUNDARY J U S T I J ~ I C A T I O N  - - 

The nominated proper ty  c o n s i s t s  of t h r e e  a c r e s  and inc ludes  t h e  church,  c e m e t e r i e s ,  
and a small  po r t ion  of t h e  churchynpd i n  t h e  f r o n t  (south) of t h e  church w i t h i n  t h e  
limits of rou te  1201. The church i s  si tuatecl  between two cemeter ies  t h a t  d a t e  t o  t h e  
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Martin 's  Crandon Church, t h e  f o u r t h  church of one of t h e  o l d e s t  p a r i s h e s  i n  V i r g i n i a ,  
exemplif ies  e c c l e s i a s t i . c a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t a s t e  a t  t h e  time of t h e  r e v i v a l  of t h e  Episcopal  
Church i n  Vi rg in i a .  A t t r ibu ted  t o  t h e  Baltimore a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f i r m  of  Niernsee  and Nsi l son ,  
t h e  present  Tuscan-style  church w a s  co1ls6crated i n  ,lG57 .and s t a n d s  a c r o s s  t h e  road from. ,. 
the  s i t e  of an e d i l i e r  18th-century frame'church.  A c h a l i c e  and p a t e n  l e f t .  t o  t h e  congre- 
ga t ion  by a  p a r i s h i o n e r  i n  1656 a r e  be l i eved  t o . b e  t h e  o l d e s t  Commnnion s i l v e r  i n  t h i s  
country i n  continuous possess ion  of t h e  o r i g i c a l  pa r i sh .  - : ' ~ ' : !~; 

The land on which t h e  p resen t  church is s i t u a t e d  was f i r s t  pa t en ted  i n  1618 by Capta in  
John Mart;n and c a l l e d  "Mart in 's  Brandon." When t h e  ].and was repa tenter l  i n  1643 by John 
Sadler  and Richard Quincey, t h e  pa ten t  mentioned a  g l ebe ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  presence  of a n  
e s t ab l i shed  congregat ion.  A c o u r t  o rde r  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  p a r i s h  i n  1655, by which t i m e  
t h e  seconcl house of worship e rec t ed  on t h e  o r i g i n a l  p a r i s h  p l a n t a t i o n  was a l r e a d y  i n  bad 
r e p a i r .  l l ~ e  fol lowing yea r  John Nestrope bequeathed t o  t h e  church i t s  p r i z e d  s i l v e r  Com- 
munion c h a l i c e  and pa ten  a s  w e l l  a s  a  sum of money and tobacco f o r  t h e  r e p a i r  of t h e  
church. I n  1703, when P r i n c e  George County was formed from Char l e s  C i t y  County, M a r t i n ' s  
Brandon Pa r i sh  was enlarged  by t h e  i n c l u s i o n  of Westover and Weyanoke p a r i s h e s  sou th  of 
t h e  James River.  The p a r i s h  grew cons iderably ,  and a  new frame church was erectecl i n  1723. 
The l a s t  c o l o n i a l  church b u i l d i n g  of Brandon p a r i s h  is be l i eved  t o  b e  t h e  p l a c e  where 
Colonel William Byrd met h i s  men on h i s  way t o  run t h e  d iv id ing  l i n e  between V i r g i n i a  and 
North Carol ina  i n  1728. 

I n  Vi rg in i a ,  a s  el.sewhere i n  America, t h e  p o l i t i c a l  r e v o l u t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  Eng l i sh  
government i n  1.776 a l s o  became an e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  r evo lu t ion  a g a i n s t  t h e  Engl i sh  church.  
Ful ly  d ises tab ' i s l~ed  by 1784, t h e  Church l o s t  t h e  most va luab le  s o u r c e  of income f o r  i t s  
c lergy  i n  1802 whi:u t h e  General Assemhly ves t ed  t h e  g lebe  farmlands and o t h e r  c o l o n i a l  
property of t h e  Church i n  t h e  s t a t e  a t  l a r g e .  The s e i z u r e  of church p r o p e r t y ,  which 
fo1,owed a  long pe t i t i . on  campaign by B a p t i s t s  and P resby te r i ans  i n  f a v o r  of c o n f i s c a t i o n  
and r e d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  c o l l a p s e  of t h e  p a r i s h  system throughout  t h e  1)iocese 
of Virg in ia .  Mar t in ' s  Brandon Church was no exception,  and t h e  church remained abandoned 
f o r  many yea r s .  

By 1829 t h e  V i r g i n i a  Episcopal  Church was w e l l  on i t s  way t o  r e v i v a l ,  due i .a rge ly  t o  
the  e f f o r t s  of William Meade, Episcopal  h i s t o r i a n  and reformer. Meade r ev ived  t h e  church 
according t o  a  d e l i b e r a t e  p lan  which included t h e  secu r ing  of an e v a n g e l i c a l  bislrop f o r  
V i rg in i a ,  t h e  est:ablishn~ent of t h e  Theological  Seminary a t  Alexandr ia ,  and n c o n c i l i ~ a t o r y  
approach t o  o rhe r  r e l i g i o u s  denominations. Through ~ c a d e ' s  i n f l u e n c e  b o t h  b e f o r e  and 
a f t e r  he became bishop i n  1840, t h e  church g radua l ly  r e tu rned  t o  a p o s i t i o n  of p r e s t i g e  
with renewed members hi.^ among t h e  o ld  f a m i l i e s .  It is not  known e x a c t l y  wlien t h e  Brandon 
Church reopened. Vestry r eco rds  i n d i c a t e  a  bu i ld ing  campaign i n  1.852-53, and s e r v i c e s  

(See Continuat ion Sheet #1) 
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F.ichmond V i r g i . n i a  23219 --- 
F ~ S T A T E  ,... . HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION . .  . 

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN T H E  STATE IS: 
I 
i 

LOCAL- STATEX NATIONAL- 

-. .- .. . . - 
As the desigi~~ted State Hlstliitc Preservation Officer f u r  the Natior~a! Hi.stor~~,Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 09-665). 1- 
hereby noininate this property for inclusion in the National Reyister and certify that it has been evaluated accordin(j to the 
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M a r t j n ' s  Brandon Church, Princt.  George Co., Va. I 
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(2) V i rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Survey 
1968, 1975 S t a t e  
Vi rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  I.anc1marks Commission 
221 Governor S t r e e t  
Richmond, V i rg in i a  23219 

8. SIGNIFICANCE 

a t  t h e  church a r e  noted i n  t h e  Southern Churcl~man throughout  t h e  1850s.  Bishop John - -- - - -- 
i 

Johns formally consecrated t h e  p r e s e n t  church bu i ld ing  on November 8, 1857. I 
While t h e  church 's  i n t e r i o r  has undergone numerous modif i .ca t ions ,  t h e  e x t e r i o r  

remains i n  a good s t a t c  of p re se rva t ion .  The a t t r j b u t i o n  t o  Ra l t imorc  a r c h i t e c t s  
Niernsee and Nr i l son  is based on a s t y ] - i s t i c  comparison of t h e  church  t o  documc-ntcd 
examples of t h a t  f i r m ' s  ecc l . e s i a s t i ca1  works. A comparison wi th  S p e s u t i a  Church, 
S t .  George's Pari.sh, Hnrford County, Maryland, shows d i s t i n c t  s i . ; i ~ i l a r i t i e s .  Approxi- 
matcly t h e  same s i z e  and p ropor t ions ,  both  Tuscan-style churches f e a t u r e  t h e  same 
gabled e n t r y ,  c l a sp ing  b u t t r e s s e s ,  rounded windows, and engaged b e l l  tower. A 
Baltimore e d i f i c e ,  S t .  John t h e  Evangel i s t  Roman Ca tho l i c  Church, h a s  a s t e e p l e  
s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  found on Brandon Church. The f i r m ' s  r e p u t a t i o n  was known t o  V i r g i n i a  
congregat ions t h r o u ~ h  t h e  Southern Churchman, which l i s t e d  Niernsee  and Nci l son  a s  
the a r c h i t e c t s  of Grace Church i n  Baltimore i n  i ts  December 20, 1852,  i s s u e .  J .  Craw- 
fo rd  Nei l son ' s  ob i tua ry  mentions h i s  des igns  f o r  "many pub l i c  and p r i v a t e  b u i l d i n g s  
a t  Staunton,  Va."', and h i s  biogl-aphicn.1 n o t i c e  i n  Men of Mark i n  N ; ~ ~ l a n d  (1882) 
cal1.s a t t e n t i o n  t o  many prominent cxnmples of h i s  work i n  t h e  Commonwealth, i n c l u d i n g  
t h e  Richmond Tobacco Exchange and Robert E. Lee 's  >fausoleum. 3 

1 
Southern Churchman, Vol. X X I J  , #47.  - - -- - - - 

  he Sun (Balt imore) ,  Decend,er 20, 1900, p.  7 ,  c .  6. 

I__-~_ -.-, 
t 

3 ~ e n  of Mark i n  Mnrvland "City of Baltimore--J. Crawford Nei l son ,"  1882, p .  334.: 



Mart in ' s  Brandon Church, P r i n c e  George Co., V a .  I 
10. - CEOGRAPI!TCAI, DATA - Verbal  Boundary Desc r ip t ion  

extending about 100'  E t o  NE corner  of e a s t e r n  cemetery; t hence  ex tend ing  about  
200' NE along NN ccrnetery l i n e ;  thence extcnding about 250' SE a l o n g  NE cemetery 

I 
i 

l i n e  t o  N s i d e  of r o u t e  1201; thence extending aboat. 500' WSW a long  s a i d  s i d e ,  
then about 200' TJW along s a i d  s i d e  t o  po in t  of o r i g i n .  

i 
i 




